






W/c October 24th

Bus passenger numbers 
outside of London 
75% of Pre Covid Levels

… current bus passenger journeys 29% lower in non-metropolitan areas, 

BUS NUMBERS STILL DOWN



BUS OPERATING COSTS SOARING



2019

2022

£1.30

£1.90

2019

2022

+46%

+13%



With bus passenger numbers DOWN some 25+%

And operating costs ... UP by as much as 40+% 

How is it that buses are 
still operating across Somerset?

BUS COMPANIES ARE IN BUSINESS TO MAKE PROFITS



It builds on almost 2 years' worth of government 
support to keep England’s bus network running.
Funded from money originally allocated to 
improve our buses in ‘BUS BACK BETTER’…. 
switched to maintaining our existing bus services
The latest funding package was announced in 
August and covers 6 months from October 2022.

GRANT ONLY EXTENDS THROUGH TO 

MARCH 2023 



But 
what 
will 

happen 
after 

March 
2023?

How will buses still operate 
across Somerset?



Councillor Liz Leyshon,
Somerset County Council Deputy Leader and Executive Lead

“Inflation is eating away at our budgets 
and is already hitting us hard in 
demand driven care services and in 
construction projects.”

SOMERSET ISN’T GOING TO HAVE
MONEY TO FUND BUS SERVICES















WE
need to do 

what we can
TO BOOST 

PATRONAGE 
On 

OUR
Bus Routes



PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW 
THE TIMES OF THEIR BUSES



Bus Stops
WE NEED

TIMES OF BUSES 
DISPLAYED
AT BUS STOPS

AND THE INFORMATION
NEEDS TO BE
CORRECT 

AND
CURRENT.





BUS STALLS:
Give out 

timetables



NOW, 
EVERY

MONTH
IN SOMERSET
NEEDS TO BE

‘CATCH 
THE 
BUS 

MONTH’



Easy to use, customised 
local bus timetables. 
Door dropped to every home.





CAMPAIGNING PLATFORMS

Social media



Your own 
Facebook page







LOCAL media

v LOCAL PRESS
v LOCAL RADIO

v PARISH MAGAZINES
v Council newsletters

& Websites







Parish magazines



CONTENT AND NEWS STORIES



CONTENT AND NEWS STORIES



CONTENT AND NEWS STORIES



CONTENT AND NEWS STORIES



CONTENT AND NEWS STORIES



vCouncil newsletters & Websites

ü BUS TIMES ON council WEbsITE

ü LOCAL EVENTS (HOW TO GET TO THEre BY BUS)

ü PHOTO OF COUNCILLORS  GOING BY BUS



Councillor Bill Revans, Leader Of Somerset County Council



Bus champions









TAUNTON SPECIAL



Bus 
champion


