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Somerset Bus Partnership

Connecting communities and encouraging public fransport.
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e 10 Year history of SCC making cuts to bus
subsidies

e SCC has reiterated time and time again
they won’t increase the level of their bus
funding.

e The rural nature of the county
does make it very much more challenging
to operate commercially viable Bus
Services



After 10 Years Of
Declining Bus

Lowest 5 Local Authorities
U Sd ge passenger journeys per head

l3 Cheshire East

SOMERSET Now HAS
THE SECOND LOWEST
Bus JOURNEYS l3 Herefordshire

PER HEAD OF

IN ENGLAND. |1 Rutland

I3 Windsor and Maidenhead



Somerset’s bus services have

THE LOWEST SATISFACTION SCORE

of any LTA in the country.
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SCC SPENDS LESS THAN MOST NEIGHBOURING
COUNCILS PER HEAD ON ITS BUSES

South West Region: County Local Transport Authority E:‘;‘;nf;t;‘;; OnEses Population (2) |Expenditure on Buses per capita

Cornwall £6 200,000 573,299 £10 81

Devon £531,112] 810716
Dorset | _fgazs] 379791 —!.
Somerset | Qfa8osesa )  sesest) 00 0 0 0 € €544

Wiltshire £4,756,488 504070  _—rey
Aggregate | e0323436] asst7f 0 €748
(1) Data from Campaign for Better Transport I I

(2) 2020 mid-year estimate
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Somerset County Council
Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP)

Improving Lives

Somerset Bus Partnership

Connecting communities and encouraging public fransport.

% On the Somerset Bus Advisory Panel
% On the Somerset Bus User & Stakeholder (BUS) Group

¢ Working on cross border routes in partnership with bus
user groups in WECA and Wiltshire
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Boris Johnson's ‘bus back
better’ planin tatters as

Treasury cuts funding by
half




The budget for the “transformation” of
buses — a pot from which local regions
can bid for funds — has now shrunk to just
£1.4bn for the next three years.

DfT says this will mean hard choices for
areas that had expected more, adding
WgEM “‘prioritisation is inevitable, given the
scale of ambition across the country

greatly exceeds the amount”.

= i Letter sent to Local Transport Authority directors
Department
for Transport by the Department for Transport on 11 January




“The amount of funding bids submitted
by 53 out of 79 local transport
authorities from the extra funding pot
is already more than £7bn.

This suggests the total is likely to
exceed £9bn, against a total available of
£1.4bn.
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BUS RECOVERY GRANT.

| & HM Government

Support for Bus Services

New funding will keep bus routes running for
passengers who still rely on the bus for
essential journeys
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“Bus services across
England face axe as
end to emergency
Covid funding looms.”

* Bus services in England used by
hundreds of thousands of
passengers are poised to be slashed The
when emergency Covid

funding expires at the end of March,

Guardian

transport authorities have warned. January 11t 2022

* Bus firms, which have to give six

weeks’ notice to withdraw a route,
are compiling lists of services to be
scrapped after 31 March.



https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/apr/02/bus-firms-get-400m-bailout-to-maintain-services

Public transport needs more funds

BY JEREMY ARMSTRONG
VITAL bus services face theaxeas
emergency Covid funding is cut off
in April, transport chiefs warn.
Up to 17% of routes are at risk in
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Cilr Martin Gannon, of
the North East Joint Transport
Committee, called for “longer-term
support so public transport is there to
support a greener eConomic recove:
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VOICE OF THE MIRROR‘ PAGE

Mirror
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Protest to be held in attempt to stop Oxford bus route
being axed

g U . . . I
w~ Warnings bus services in West Yorkshire

could be cancelled without further
Government help

The mayor of West Yorkshire has warned some of the region’s bus
services will have to be scrapped if Government doesn’t continue to

SN TRCRORS subsidise services.
WARNING OF FURTHER BUS CUTS

WITHOUT GOVERNMENT Bus services facing a 'cliff edge' amid more cuts to vital
SUPPORT routes

These Leeds buses will be cancelled if the Government
Concerns over cuts to evening and weekend bus services
in St Helens refuses to support them

Protest to be held in attempt to stop Oxford bus route
being axed






SO, STILL NO DECISION!




OPERATIONAL
START DATE
FOR THIE
SOMERSET ENHANCED
PARTNERSHIP222



BUS SUPPORT
GRANT ENDS.

MAJOR CUTS
TO BUS SERVICES
ACROSS SOMERSET?







Somerset Bus Partnership

Connecting communities and encouraging public fransport.

WE'RE ON FACEBOOK, TWITTER
AND THERE’S A WEBSITE TOO.

STAY IN TOUCH



