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Somerset’s Bus Track Record Is One Of The Worst In England 

• 10 Year history of SCC making cuts to bus 
subsidies 

• SCC has reiterated time and time again 
they won’t increase the level of their bus 
funding.

• The rural nature of the county 
does make it very much more challenging 
to operate commercially viable Bus 
Services



SOMERSET NOW HAS

THE SECOND LOWEST

BUS JOURNEYS
PER HEAD OF
POPULATION
IN ENGLAND.

After 10 Years Of 
Declining Bus 

Usage



Somerset’s bus services have 

THE LOWEST SATISFACTION SCORE 

of any LTA in the country.  



MARCH 2021



£165,000,000



SCC spends less than most neighbouring 
councils per head on its buses



Government is being asked 
to spend £304 per head

Whilst SCC spends just £5.14 p.a. per head



v On the Somerset Bus Advisory Panel
v On the Somerset Bus User & Stakeholder (BUS) Group
v Working on cross border routes in partnership with bus 

user groups in WECA and Wiltshire



?



FUNDING CUT 
FROM3BN TO £1.4BN





The budget for the “transformation” of 
buses – a pot from which local regions 
can bid for funds – has now shrunk to just 
£1.4bn for the next three years.
DfT says this will mean hard choices for 
areas that had expected more, adding 
that “prioritisation is inevitable, given the 
scale of ambition across the country 
greatly exceeds the amount”.

Letter sent to Local Transport Authority directors 
by the Department for Transport on 11 January



“The amount of funding bids submitted 
by 53 out of 79 local transport 
authorities from the extra funding pot 
is already more than £7bn. 
This suggests the total is likely to 
exceed £9bn, against a total available of 
£1.4bn.”

23 January 2022



£165,000,000



BUS RECOVERY GRANT.



“Bus services across 
England face axe as 
end to emergency 
Covid funding looms.”

• Bus services in England used by 
hundreds of thousands of 
passengers are poised to be slashed 
when emergency Covid 
funding expires at the end of March, 
transport authorities have warned.

• Bus firms, which have to give six 
weeks’ notice to withdraw a route, 
are compiling lists of services to be 
scrapped after 31 March.

January 11th 2022

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/apr/02/bus-firms-get-400m-bailout-to-maintain-services


14th January 2022





Somerset County Council

Agreed to our request that SCC 
also should write to the Minister 
calling for an extension of bus 
funding after March 2022



Somerset Bus 
Partnership

We received a letter from the DfT 
saying the Bus Recovery Team at the 
DfT would write to us with news on 
the Bus Recovery Grant just as soon 
as they could … 
SO, STILL NO DECISION! 
Only 6 weeks away!



Operational 
Start Date 

for the
Somerset Enhanced 

Partnership??? 



Bus support 
grant ends.

major cuts 
to bus services 

Across Somerset?





We’re on Facebook, Twitter 
and there’s a website too.

STAY IN TOUCH


